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Objectives

Understand acronyms and jargon associated with the FAFSA, or Free
Application for Federal Student Aid.

Discover what the FAFSA is, why it is important, when to file each year, and
how to get started.

Identify the correct FAFSA website.

Recognize common pitfalls and learn how to address everyday family and
financial situations when completing the FAFSA, and what to do if your
situation cannot be addressed within the form itself.

Understand what the FAFSA Submission Summary is and how to read it
Learn about the two forms of professional judgement review and when to
consider a special circumstances appeal.

Determine what information and/or documents are needed to complete
the FAFSA.

Familiarize yourself with dependency status, as well as the dependency
questions that determine whether a student requires parent(s) information

on the FAFSA.



Objective 1: Understand Acronyms and Jargon

FAFSA: The FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid; for students eligible' to file a FAFSA, itis the most
critical part of the financial aid application process. The FAFSA, which is a form, is used to calculate the Student Aid Index
(SAI), which is used to determine a student’s aid eligibility. The SAl is used to award federal and state grants, work-study,
and student loans.

FSA ID: The FSA ID is a Federal Student Aid Identification, which is used to access critical Federal Student Aid
applications and serves as an individual user’s legally binding electronic signature. The FSA ID consists of a username and
password and can be created online https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/ create-account All students must have an FSA ID to
file a FAFSA; in addition, dependent students will need their parent(s) to create an FSA ID too. For a list of questions used
to determine dependency status, please see page 48. Additionally, please see pages 49-50 for more information on the
FSAID.

SAl: The SAlis Student Aid Index. The Student Aid Index is the output of a processed FAFSA and is used to determine a
student’s financial aid eligibility. The SAl'is a student’s approximate financial resources to contribute toward their
education for one school year. A Student Aid Index can be a negative number, with -1,500 being the lowest SAl possible.

FAFSA Submission Summary: The FAFSA Submission Summary is the output document of a FAFSA form, which
provides a summary of data reported on the form.

Contributor: A contributor is any individual required to provide information on a FAFSA. Contributors give consent and
approval, via an FSA ID, for federal tax information and their signature, on a FAFSA form. Contributors can include the
student, the student’s spouse (if married), a biological or adoptive parent, or the parent’s spouse. A contributor must have
an FSAID, which is used as a legally binding signature on the FAFSA and allows an individual to provide approval for their
federal tax information to be used in determining the student’s financial aid eligibility. All contributors must provide
approval, regardless of their tax filing status.

FTI: Federal Tax Information, or FTI, is the data and information related to paying federal taxes. This includes a tax return
or return information that is received directly from the IRS or obtained through an authorized secondary source, such as
the U.S. Department of Education (ED).

FAFSA FTI Approval: This is the formal approval granted by an applicant, and any applicable contributors, to the
Department of Education for a given FAFSA cycle to retrieve and use FTI to determine the applicant’s federal financial aid
eligibility. FAFSA FTI approval also permits the redisclosure of FT1 to an eligible institution (college), state higher education
agency, or a designated scholarship organization for the application, award, and administration of student aid programs.
An applicant and contributor (if applicable) must provide consent once each year. If FAFSA FTI consent is not provided,
the student will not be eligible for any Title IV aid until the appropriate consent is provided.

Title IV: Title IV refers to federal financial aid funds for postsecondary education, including federal grants, Federal Work
Study, and student loans.

Objective 2: What, Why, When, and How of FAFSA

! Eligible students include US citizens, as well as eligible non-citizens, which includes those who are legal permanent residents and
have a green card. Students who are unable to file a FAFSA are encouraged to contact The Scholarship Foundation for assistance in
exploring other financial aid options, including funding available through The Scholarship Foundation's grant and interest-free loan
programs.
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is the FAFSA?

The FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid; it is an application a student completes for
every year that they hope to receive financial assistance in paying for college.

should a student file the FAFSA?

For students who are eligible to do so, filing a FAFSA is a critical part of the financial aid process. The
FAFSA is the primary application for federal aid, need-based state aid, and some institutional aid.
(NOTE: Students who are ineligible to file a FAFSA or who are unsure they can file should
contact The Scholarship Foundation for assistance.)

does a student file the FAFSA?

The 2026-27 FAFSA will open in October 1, 2025. Some financial aid is awarded first-come, first-
served.

Inlllinois, state need-based aid (Monetary Award Program, or MAP) is awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis; filing ASAP is crucial. In Missouri, state need-based aid (Access Missouri Grant) requires
that a FAFSA be filed no later than February 15t for guaranteed consideration.

Many colleges have priority financial aid deadlines. Itis critical to meet these deadlines; while
researching these deadlines, determine if your college requires any other financial aid paperwork, such
as the CSS Profile. The CSS Profile is used by some colleges to award institutional aid; you can learn
more and view a list of colleges that require it here: https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/.

does a student begin?

The FAFSA belongs to the student, so they should initiate the process. First, they will need to create an
FSA ID (or StudentAid.gov account) at https://studentaid.gov. This username and password allow the
student to securely access their FAFSA and sign Federal Student Aid forms and documents. An
individuals identity is verified immediately; if the identity is not confirmed with the Social Security
Administration, information will need to be corrected before the FAFSA can be started. REMEMBER:
The FAFSAis free; do not complete the FAFSA at any other website, no matter how much “easier” that
site promises to make the process—you may be asked to pay.

Students will be prompted to invite the appropriate contributor(s) to complete their respective portion
of their FAFSA. Everyone will only see the questions that are specific to them. Although a parent can
begin the FAFSA for the student and invite them, it is highly recommended that the student be
the one to initiate the FAFSA.


https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://studentaid.gov/

Objective #3: Identify the Correct FAFSA Website

Federal StUdent Ald FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v

POPULAR TOPICS

M a n age an d Re pay Yo u r Use Loan Simulator To Compare/tepayment Plans >
Federa I Stu de nt Loan S Find Your Student Loan Segficer >

Apply for a Direct Copgolidation Loan >
i View Your L
Get Repayment Tips e TR oA Apply for an Incgfne-Driven Repayment Plan >

Fill Qut a FAFSA® Form >

Considering School In School Parent In Repayment

I'm thinking about going to I'min the process of earning a I'want to help my child pay for I have lpans I need to repay.
college or a career school degree or certificate. college.



Objective #4: Recognize common pitfalls and learn how to address
everyday family and financial situations.

Student Portion

Federal Student Aid

FAFSA" Ferm~  Graets el Loans v

Forget emnall, phome, of usemame?

Create an Account

Cl Loghn | Creatn Account

The student will log in with their FSA ID;
once verified, a student may use their
email address and/or cell phone
number in place of the username.

After logging in, the student will receive
a two-factor verification code via email
or text message. ACcess to one or both
is necessary when filing the FAFSA.

Federal Student Aid

FAFSA" Form~  Grarts and Loans «

Log In

€ 59988793 Btest@testcodedu

Loan Repayment v

Loan Farghmnass

L Login | Create Account

As a reminder, the
FAFSA belongs to the
student Once the
student has logged in,
they will indicate they
are beginning the form
in the role of student

Students will only see
questions that directly
relate to them and their
finances.

FAFSA

FORM
2026-27

\%

Welcome, Alex,

s,
to the FAFSA® Form H

———— | am starting the FAFSA form as a
) Student .4 () Parent a2

Previous

Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code




Fom

2026-27 = Sucert A Tan

FAFSA'

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

What is the FAFSA® form?

Use the free Appication for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®)form to
apply for grants, scholarships. work-study funds, and loans for
‘college, career schoal,or graduate school

You might need the following information or documents a5 you il
‘out the FAFSA formy

® Tax returms

 Records of child support received
. of cash, savings, and chechd ot
 Net worth of mvestments. businesses, and fams,

AFSA"and
mportant?

=

A first-time FAFSA filer will first view Federal
Student Aid's ‘onboarding.” This process will walk
a student through four steps to understanding
the FAFSA:

What is the FAFSA form?
Contributors to the FAFSA form
What to Expect

After Submitting the FAFSA form

DW=

FAFSA =, . e

Understanding the FAFSA® Form
o4
Contributors to the FAFSA® Form

Who is a contributor
on the FAFSA" form?

Watchon EBMulsbe

&2 Parents or Spouses = How To Invite
" form will
Lo T

‘sctions.ofth form and are asked to
provde personal and nancilnformation,
but they warit be nancially responsibe or
your eccation

Wrich parent s considared s contrbutor?

* o
FAFSA 2026-27 % Sudent NexTran
Understanding the FAFSA® Form

Jofd
What To Expect

How long wil s take? € 30 minutes

Every contributor must provide consent and approval for you to be
eligible for federal student aid. With your consent and approval. we
can obtain your federal tax information automatically from the IRS
1o help you complete the FAFSA” form

‘You can save the form and retum to it later if you need more time.

hakDoeslkMean To Pravide Conse
doos it mean to provide

‘consent and approval on the

FAFSA® form?

Learn about hov e se the information we collact on the FAFSA form.

=] [ ]

FAFSA %o =oconcn

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

dors
After Submitting the FAFSA® form

After submission, youll need to check on the status of your FAFSA
form and make corrections. If required

What Happens
After Submit i)

Your FAFSA™ Form?

Watchon ETlshe

 Yourformwbe S Youlibeabletoview > Schools wil use your

processed inone o your FAFSA SAlfocreaie yur

thres daps. Scbmission Sermary. Bl ad o tht
vl ncluce the explains the types and
Student Adindex amounts o adthey
(AR, aniodox number ar oo you. Most
s 1o sterine sehosis anly sanc 0
tedera stucent ad st ofer when they
sigtany. accept youtor

admission

Proviocs




Before beginning the rest of the form, students will review their identity information. Please be aware that none
of this information can be changed anywhere but Account Settings.

L
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 = Student Alex Tran B Save FAFSA Menu E

Student Identity Information

Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

Name
Alex Tran

Date of Birth
02/15/2006

Social Security Number
e 5036

Email Address
59988303 6tes1@1estco0.e0U

Mobile Phone Number
(555) 557-6997

To update this information for all U.S. Department of Education communications, go to Account Settings.

Permanent Mailing Address
Include gpartment number.
324 dsfsd

City
dsfds

State

1A

Zip Code
34343

Country &

United States (US)

®
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 = Studen Alex Tran ®) Save | FAFSAMenu [£]

Student State of Residence
State

Usually, this is the state where the student lives while not attending school.

Towa (14) @

Date the Student Became a Resldent of lowa (1A)

If the student was born in fowa (IA) and has not moved out of state since, enter their date of birth.
Otherwise, enter the date the student moved to Towa (IA)L




Every contributor, including the student, will be required to provide consent for their Federal
Tax Information (FTI), whatever it is, to be retrieved from the IRS and shared with Federal
Student Aid for the purposes of calculating the Student Aid Index and awarding financial aid.

No one should provide consent for anyone but themselves.

®
~ FORM
FAFS 2026-27 & StudentAlex Tran B Save FAFSA Menu IZ‘

Provide Consent and Approval or You Won't Be Eligible for Federal
Student Aid ©

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. with
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS
to help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent and approval, you will
not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent
and approval even if you didn’t file a T.8. federal tax return or any tax return.

> Get your 2024 tax return Information for the ~# Federal tax Informatlon Is used to determine your
2026-27 FAFSA form. eliglbllity for federal student ald.

= Tax return Information Is required to complete
the FAFSA form.

By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve
of

+ the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and
+ the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

By accepting below, I consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is
required, and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information
in determining eligibility by ED for which approval is provided to the U.8. Department of the
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS). I understand that in response to such a request from
ED, the IRS shall then disclose my federal tax information to “authorized persons” (i.e.,
specifically designated officers and employees of ED and its contractors [as defined in 26 U.S.C.
§ 6103(1)(13)(E)]) for the purpose of determining eligibility for and the amount of federal
student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of Title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for myself or an applicant for federal student
aid who has requested that [ share my federal tax information on their Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.
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4. ED may redisclose my federal tax information to another FAFSA applicant’s FAFSA formi(s) for
which I elect to participate. By accepting an invitation and affirmation to participate in another
individual’s FAFSA form, my federal tax information will be redisclosed to the additional
application. I understand that I may decline an invitation to participate, which will prevent the
transfer of my federal tax information to that FAFSA form.

By consenting and providing my affirmative approval, I further understand the following:

1. My consent and affirmative approval are required, as a condition of my eligibility or the
eligibility of a FAFSA applicant who has requested that I share my federal tax information on
their FAFSA form, for federal student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part
A, part C, or part D of Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, even if T did not
file a U.8. federal tax return.

(=]

. I am providing my written consent for the redisclosure of my federal tax information by ED to
include, but not limited to, institutions of higher education, state higher education agencies,
designated scholarship organizations, their respective contractors and auditors, other family
members participating in the FAFSA form, Office of Inspector General, under 26 U.S.C. §6103(1)
(13)(D), and with my further express written consent obtained by an institution of higher
education, the redisclosure of FAFSA information pursuant to the terms and conditions of 20
U.5.C. § 1098h(c).

w

. Any federal tax information received from the IRS at a later date shall supersede any manually
entered financial or income information on the FAFSA form.

=

. ED may request updated federal tax information from the IRS once my consent and approval
are provided. If federal tax information has changed (e.g., amended tax return filed with
revised information), then eligibility for and amounts of federal, state, and institutional
financial aid may change.

w

.IfI do not consent to the redisclosure of my federal tax information to institutions of higher
education, state higher education agencies, designated scholarship organizations, and their
respective contractors, ED will be unable to calculate my eligibility for federal student aid or
the eligibility of a FAFSA applicant who has requested that [ share my federal tax information
on their FAFSA form.

By accepting below, I consent electronically to the use of my Studentaid.gov account username and
password (FSA ID) as my signature and certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United
States of America, that the foregoing is true and correct. I understand that any falsification of this
statement is punishable under the provisions of 18 U.S.C. § 1001 by a fine, imprisonment of not more
than five years, or both, and that the knowing and willful request for or acquisition of records
pertaining to an individual under false pretenses is a criminal offense under the Privacy Act of 1974,
subject to a fine of not more than $5,000 fine (5 U.8.C. § 552(a)(i)(3)). By accepting and submitting my
part of the FAFSA form, my execution (including date and time) of consent and approval will be
logged in ED’s Person Authentication Service System of Record (18-11-12).

Frequently Asked Questions
Who should provide consent and approval? ©

If 'm married and didn't file a joint tax return with my current spouse, does my ©
spouse have to provide consent and approval for you to access their tax information?

What happens after | provide consent and approval? ©
What happens if | decline consent and approval? ©

Select “Approve” to provide consent and approval for the use of your federal tax information to determine your
eligibility for federal student aid. If you select “Decline,” you will not be eligible for federal student aid.

11




1]
~ FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save | FAFSAMenu [

Oy

We're securely importing your information.

Do not leave this page while your information is being imported into your application.

Loading...

As a reminder, an individual may decline to provide consent for use of their FTI. However, if
consent is not provided for a contributor on the FAFSA (student, parent, other
parent, or spouse), the student will be ineligible for financial aid.

Questions related to personal circumstances help determine if a student is dependent or independent. A
dependent student s required to provide parent(s) information on the FAFSA to be considered for financial
aid; an independent student does not See more about dependency questions on page 48.

s FORM
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran

Your Personal Circumstances "

federal student aid. This information can affect the types of federal
student aid you're eligible to receive.

We'll ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility for ‘ E

—» Sometimes we need to collect Information from other people depending on
answers In this section. We'll let you know If this Is the case.

12



FAFSA'

FORM

2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save

—0— ©

Personal Demographics

Financials

Colleges

Contributor Invite

o

Signature
Clrcumstances

Student Current Marital Status @

@ Single (never married)

Married (not separated)

Remarried

Separated

Divorced

Widowed

FAFSA Menu [ |

FAFSA

FORM
2026-27

—0— 0O

Personal Demographics

X Student Alex Tran B Save

Financials

Colleges

Contributor Invite

Signature
Circumstances

Student College or Career School Plans
When the student begins the 2026—27 school year, what will their college grade level be? ©

@ First year (freshman)

Second year (sophomore)

Other undergraduate (junior and beyond)

Master’s, doctorate, or graduate certificate
program (such as M.A, MBA, MD, JD.,
Ph.D, EA.D, etc.)

When the student begins the 2026-27 school year, will they already have their first bachelor's
degree? @

‘OYes @ No

FAFSA Menu

13




®
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save  FAFSAMenu [

—0— © 3] 4 0 o

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributer Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Personal Circumstances

Select all that apply or “None of these apply.”

The student Is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than
training.

['] The student s a veteran of the US. armed forces. ®

[] The student has children or other people (excluding their spouse) who live with them and
receive more than half of their support from the student now and between July 1, 2026, and ®
June 30, 2027.

[] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive
parent).

None of these apply.

{ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court. l @
{ [] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were In foster care. l @
[7] The student Is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of @
residence. -

[] The student is or was In a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or @
stepparent, as determined by a court in their state of residence. -

Pov | e |

®
FORM
FAFS 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save  FAFSAMenu [ |

—0— © © 4] L5 6]

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Clrcumstances

Student Homelessness

At any time on or after July 1, 2025, was the student unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or
(2) self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? ©

‘OY&S @ No

Students who are under the age of 24, unmarried, do not yet have a bachelor's degree, and who cannot answer
‘yes” to any of the personal circumstances questions are likely to be considered dependent and will require the
information of their parent(s). The parent(s) will be invited as contributors to the student’'s FAFSA.
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®
~ FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save | FAFSAMenu [:]

—0— 0 3 4 15 16/

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributer Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Unusual Circumstances

This information will help us evaluate the student’s ability to pay for school.

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would
contacting their parents pose a risk to the student? @

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they

s left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

* are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

* have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
in a foreign country;

* are avictim of human trafficking;

& are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated, and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student; or

s are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student's circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being
unaccompanied and homeless.

‘O‘ﬁas @ No

Federal Student Aid recognizes that some students may not meet the definition of an independent student but
will be unable to invite their parent(s) to contribute to the FAFSA. This is referred to as “unusual circumstances?”
and students who may have a circumstance that prevents them from obtaining parent information my able to
file the FAFSA as provisionally independent student and request their prospective college(s) consider them for
a dependency override.

A provisionally independent student status will allow a student to submit their FAFSA without inviting parent(s)
to contribute. The FAFSA will calculate a provisional Student Aid Index (SAI); however, the student must follow
up with the college’s financial aid office and provide documentation to verify their circumstances.

2 The term “unusual circumstances” is Federal Student Aid's language. The Scholarship Foundation considers this language problematic
and will use other language whenever possible to describe or discuss provisionally independent students, their circumstances, and
the dependency override process.
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®
FORM
I:AFSA 2024-25 = StudentRayaTran B s FAFSAMens [1]

2] © o ©
Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature
Your Dependency Status

Provisionally Independent Student

Based on your answers, you're a provisionally independent student This means you
don't need to answer guestions about your parents to submit your application.

To complete your application, you'll need to contact your school’s financial aid office
and provide documentation to verify your circumstances.

We won't be able to calculate your Student Aid Index (SAI) until you confirm your
circumstances with your financial aid office. Until then, we will provide only an
estimate of your federal student aid eligibility as an independent student.

PrEViDus m

Students who are considered dependent who cannot obtain the information of their parent(s) for the FAFSA,
and who do not have circumstances that qualify them for provisional independent status and, ultimately, a
dependency override, may submit their FAFSA without parent information. However, they would be eligible to
apply only for a Direct Unsubsidized Loan?3.

[1:1]
" Form
FAFSA 202627 & Student Alex Tran ® Save | FAFSAMenu [ : |

—0— © 3 4 L5 6]

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances

Your Dependency Status

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student. This means you must provide
parent information on your FAFSA® form. This information helps determine how
much federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only
Are the student’s parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? ©

This response must be “No* for the student to be considered for Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most
other types of federal student aid.

‘OYes @ No

3 For more information about the Direct Loans, both subsidized and unsubsidized, please visit: https://studentaid.gov/understand-
aid/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized.
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If the student lives with both parents and they filed their taxes together, students may invite both parents,
although only one parent will need to serve as the contributor. Either parent can then serve as the contributor
and provide the necessary consent for the student’s FAFSA.

e FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

Student Demographics .J: \

We'll ask questions about your background and family. ]]

The FAFSA does ask students to provide demographic information. It is important to note that responses to the
questions related to race and gender will not be used to determine student’s aid eligibility; are not shared with
colleges or state agencies; and are not listed on the FAFSA submission summary. These questions, and the
responses, are visible only to the student.

"
FORM
FAFSA 202627 & Student AlexTran ® Save = FAFSAMenu [ ]

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Demographic Information

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not
e affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
e be used in any aid calculations, or
» be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student's sex? @

® Male

() Female

17



Please note: These images all reflect “prefer not to answer.” These are FSA screenshots, and the images are not
intended to be perceived as a recommendation on how to respond to these questions.

= FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran @ Save | FAFSAMenu ]

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributer Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Race and Ethnicity @

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility
Your answers will not

+ affect the student's eligibility for federal student aid,

* be used in any aid calculations, or

* be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student's race and/or ethnicity?

Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

[] American Indian or Alaska Native ]

(e |

["] Chinese

[] Asian Indian
[[] Filipine

[[] vietnamese
[] korean

D Japanese

Other Asian (Enter, for example, Pakistani,
Hmong, Afghan, etc.)

I [] Black or African American ]

I [T] Hispanic or Latino \

18



;1]
~ FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran ® Save | FAFSAMenu [ |

© 2 o o 5 6/

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Citizenship Status ©

@ US. citizen or national

() Eligible noncitizen

() Nelther US. citizen nor eligible nencitizen

[ e

As the primary financial aid application, filing the FAFSA is critical for students eligible to do so. All U.S. citizens
are eligible, as well as eligible noncitizens. Eligible noncitizens include those who have legal permanent
residence (green card holders). In addition, individuals with an Arrival-Departure Record (1-94) from U.S. Citizen
and Immigrant Services (USCIS) showing any of the following may also be eligible to file the FAFSA: refugee,
asylum granted, Cuban-Haitian Entrant, or parolee.

Students who are undocumented, including those approved for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA),
are not eligible for federal student aid. Students who wish to speak with someone about financial aid
opportunities are encouraged to contact The Scholarship Foundation for information and assistance.
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- FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save

© 2 © o o 164

Personal Demographlics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances

Parent Education Status
Did either of the student’s parents attend college or complete college? ©

@ Neither parent attended college

O One or both parents attended college, but
neither parent completed college

() One or both parents completed college

() Don't know

FAFSA Menu [ § |

e FORM
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran B Save

© 2 L3 4 5 6/

Personal Demographlcs Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances
Parent Killed in Line of Duty

Was the student's parent or guardian killed in the line of duty while either (1) serving on active
duty as a member of the U.S. armed forces on or after the events of 9/11, or (2) performing
official duties as a public safety officer? @

Public safety officers include law enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency service workers.

‘OY&S @ No

FAFSA Menu [ § |
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“ FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save
© 24 3 4 5] 6]
Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances

Student High School Completion Status

What will the student’s high school completion status be at the beginning of the 2026-27
school year? @

@ High school diploma

State-recognized high school equivalent
(e.g., GED certificate)

O

() Homeschaoled

() None of the above

Previous

FAFSA Menu

FAFSA

FORM

2026-27 = Student Alex Tran B Save

©

Personal

Demographlcs

Financials

Colleges

Contributor Invite

Signature
Circumstances

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate? @

State

‘ Alabama (AL) ‘

City
‘ Brantley ‘

High School Name aptional

B

Brantley High School

l Previous l

FAFSAMenu [ § ]
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= FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran 3 Save FAFSA Menu

© 2 3 4] 5] 6]

Parsanal Demographics Financials Calleges Cantributor Invite Signature
Circurnstances

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate? @

State

‘ Alabama (AL) ‘

City
‘ Brantley ‘

High School Name aptional

‘ Brantley High School ‘

@ Brantley High School
Brantley, Alabama (AL)

Q, Search Agaln

= FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran @ Save | FAFSAMenu [:]

© 2 © 4 5 16/

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances

Confirm Your High School

Verify that your high school infermation below is correct. Once you're ready, select "Continue” and
we'll add it to your FAFSA® form.

High Schoal Name Edit [
Brantley High School

City
Brantley

State
AL

o]
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® FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

Your Finances

The FAFSA® form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. We ask about your financial information in this section.

What if you have special financial circumstances?

Previous

Although most FTI will be shared directly from the IRS through a direct data exchange, tax filers should have
relevant tax information on hand when they file the FAFSA, as some questions may still require referencing the
tax return for the answer.

® FORM
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran @ Save FAFSA Menu B

© © © o L5 16

Personal Demographics Financlals Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Tax Filing Status

Did or will the student file a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR? ©

@ Yes () Mo ‘
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® Foam
2026-27 = StudentAlex Tran

© ©

Personal Demographics
Circumstances

Save | FAFSAMenu [3 ]

L4 5 0

Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Student 2024 Tax Return Information

Refer to the student's 2024 tax return to answer the following questions.

If the answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0.

[ Where to find this Information on the tax form

Filing Status

@ Single

(C) Head of household

() Married filing jointly

() Married filing separately

() Qualifying surviving spouse

Income Earned From Work

IRS Form 1040 (or 1040-NR): Line 1z + Schedule 1: Lines 3 + 6. If a tax form line’s value is negative,

treat it as zero in your calculation.

<]

Untaed Portions of FA Distributions

IRS Fourm $040: i da Minecs Line 4

[a] o] o]

Untaxed Portions of Penslons

IRS Fowrm 1040 Lime Sa Minser Line 55

[=] o]

Adusted Gross. Income:

IR Form $040 for 3040-XR): Line 11
s w0 | o0 |

Income Tax Pald

IRS Fovern 1040 Livst 24, [f nagative, entes o 2evo,

o| =)

Did the shucent receive the Earned income Credit (BICH? 01

RS Form 10401 Line 27

[ |

|ODwrtlw| |

IRA Deductions and Payments to Self-Employed SEF. SIMPLE, and Qualtfied Plans

IS Fourm $040 Sehudule 1 Total of Lines 16+ 20

[e] 1]=]

Education Credis (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Leaming T Credit)

RS Form 1040 Schedule 1: Line 3 » IS Form 1040: Line 29

[2] o[=)

Did the student file a Scheduie A, B, D, E.F, or H with thelr 2024 IRS Form 10407 &

Qo

| Bl |

Met Profit or Loss. From IRS Form 1040 Scheduie C

RS Form 1040 Schecule O: Line 31

[ o[

Amnount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmenComs Banelits Reported as Income to the IRS
Soudines (pically ansi
Fderal Pell Granes,
hair spoude reparted [f
AFGHRL FEPOFLAd 68

Foreign Eamed Income Exclusion

RS Form 304 Schedkule 1 Line 84

=1




L FORM
2026-27 X Student Alex Tran

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don't include student aid, retirement accounts, or IMVestments.

=
(i

li‘ 8{3{-‘.{)0

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

owed against them.

W

] e

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

related expenses.

5] T

Previous

— < © L4
Personal Demographics Financials Colleges
Circumstances
Student Assets

B Save

Contributor kwite Signature

Den't inciude the home the student lives in. Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debts

Enter the net worth af the student’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth is the value af
the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don't include a family business with 100
or fewer full-time employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and

FAFSAMenu [ £ ]

Students will only see the asset questions if they complete their entire portion first and/or if their parent(s) are
not exempt from asset reporting. If the student provides responses to these questions and it is later determined
the household is exempt from asset reporting, the information will be excluded from the SAI calculation.

Students are exempt from asset reporting if:

e The applicant qualifies for a maximum Pell Grant

e The applicant’s parent(s) adjusted gross income is less than $60,000 and they did not meet additional

tax-filing conditions.*

e The applicant or their parent received a benefit under a means-tested Federal benefit program during

the 2024 or 2025 calendar year>.

*|f the parent(s) did not file a Schedule A, B, D, E, F, or H and did not file a Schedule C, or they file a Schedule C with net business

income of not more than a $10,000 loss or gain.
5> The reference to 2024 or 2025 is specific to the 2026-27 FAFSA.
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® FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

Select Colleges and Career Schools

Search for and select colleges and career schools you're

considering so they automatically receive an electronic copy of
the FAFSA® form.

Previous

Students may list up to 20 colleges on their FAFSA and they should list any colleges they have already applied
to, as well as any they may still apply to for admission. Students may always return to their FAFSA and amend
this list, adding or removing as necessary. In some states, the order of schools does matter for consideration of
state financial assistance. The FAFSA will now provide guidance appropriate to students if their state of legal
residence has any eligibility requirements. The schools listed will not be able to see what other colleges a
student has listed on their FAFSA.

© FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

——O0—O0—O0——0 16/

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Where should we send the FAFSA® information?

Add at least one college or career school now.

You can add or remove schools before and after submitting your form.

You can add up to 20 schools. List any schools you're considering, even if you're not certain yow'll apply
to them. Find tips for searching. for colleges or career schools.

I 0 out of 20 schools selected  View Selected Schools

Searrh hv Stata Fntar Srhanl Nade

California (CA)

[ Previous ] Continue

@ Save FAFSA Menu @
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i Federal Schaol Cod
American CaﬁerCollege ederal School Code + Select
Los Angeles, California (CA) 015829

Amerlcan_ Ca_n-._.er Co||ege Federal School Code v Selected
Ontario, California (CA) 039713
American College of
Federal School Code

Healthcare and Techn 031444 ¥ Selected
Riverside, California (CA)
American Conservatory Federal School Code
Theater Foundation 014545 ¥ Selected
San Francisco, California (CA)
American Film Institute Federal School Code

L v Selected
Los Angeles, California (CA) G22220

Q, Search and Select More Schools

< Previous 1 2°4 5  Next>

" Fom
2026-27 & Sudent Alex Tran B Save | FAFSAMeny [1]

—& S © 0—© 6]

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

i
Selected Colleges and Career Schools

These are the colleges and career schools that you've selected to receive the FAFSA®
form.

stances

Review this list of schoals and canfirm your selection(sh

School List Guidellnes for Texas Residents

To be eligible for state grant aid in Texas, you mustlist an eligible in-state college. The arder of
schools in your college list will not impace your eligibility for state 2id programs.

M 4 out of 20 schools selected

Showing 110 4 of 4

American Career College e Sl Eode W Remove | View Information
Ontario, California (CA) 039713
American College of Healthcare and ecleral Schaol Code W Remove | View Information

Techn

031444
Riverside, California (CA)

American Conservatory Theater el &

o W Remove | View Information
Foundation 014545

San Francisco, California [CA)
American Film Institute ederal School Code W fermve | View Information
Los Angeles, Calfornia (CA) G22220

Q. Search and Select More Schools
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When a student is dependent and can invite their parent(s) to contribute, they will be prompted to enter their
parent’s email, so an invite code will be sent. The FAFSA form will include a parent wizard, which will help guide
the student in determining which parent(s) must be invited to contribute to their FAFSA.

®
FORM
FAI:SA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran B Save  FAFSAMenu [ 1]

© © © © © 6]
Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances
Invite a Parent as a Contributor ’0
A contributor is anyone who's required to provide information on

your FAFSA form. You must invite a legal parent—a biological or
adoptive parent as determined by the state.

Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless they
have legally adopted the student

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

Depending on the marital and tax filing statuses of the student’s parents, one or both may need to contribute.
Outlined below are some examples.

If the student’s parents are married and filed their federal taxes using a married-joint tax return, only
one parent will be required to create an FSA ID, act as a contributor, and provide consent

If the student’s parents are married and filed their federal taxes using a married-separate tax return,
both parents will be required to create an FSA ID, act as contributors, and provide consent

If the student’s parents are divorced, the student will need to determine which parent provides more than 50%
of the financial support.

If the student’s parents are unmarried but living together in one household, both parents will be required
to create an FSA ID, act as a contributor, and provide consent.
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FAFSA'

FORM
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

—Q © o © © o

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

B Save

Circumstances

Invite Your Parent to This FAFSA® Form

To determine your federal student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household
financial situation. You'll need to Invite a contributor to provide this information.

As a dependent student, you need to invite a legal parent as a contributor. You only need to invite one
parent.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

aog Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor

Email

599887939test@testcod.edu @

<l Send Invite

FAFSA Menu [ ]

Send Invite to 599887939test@testcod.edu?

We'll send an invitation link and an access code to this email address.
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® FORM
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran B Save

© O—O0—0 © o

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Parent Contributor

Once your parent accepts the invitation, they can complete the parent section of this FAFSA
form.

They may be asked to invite their spouse as a contributor too. You can check the status of contributor
invitations from the "My Activity” page.

a% Parent

599887939test@testcod.edu

Invite Sent
Other Ways to Send the Invite ~

Copy and Send the Invite Link @
www.fafsagov/invite/7ZNDNUKA (@ Copy Link

You can also have them go to www.fafsa.gov/invite and enter code:

7NDNUKA

Cancel Invite

FAFSA Menu [ £ |
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FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 X Student Alex Tran @ Save | FAFSAMenu £ ]

Continue To Sign Your Form

. 5
Here's a summary of the information you provided on the FAFSA’ /j O r
foem. Continue once you're ready to submit. AL @;, O

° Scroll To Continue

After reviewing your answers, screll to the bottom of the page and select
“Continue.” Then, sign your section of the FAFSA form.

Student Sections Expand All

Introduction
Personal Identifiers

O]

Section 1

Personal Clrcumstances

0}

~
L

Section 2

Demographics

O]

Gl

o

Section 3
Financials

~
L

o)

© i

-~
L

Contributor Section

This Section is Shared with 1 Contributor(s) [Z Manags Contributor Information
Contributor(s) Role Invite Code Status.

L7 59988793%test@testeodady Parant THDHLKA B Invite Sent

Students will be able to review, and edit, if necessary, the information for their contributors before submitting
the FAFSA.

Remember, the FAFSA cannot be processed until any required contributor(s) have provided their information,
including consent for use of FTI.

Finally, students will be asked to sign and submit As with the consent for use of FT1, students should read this
page before using their FSA ID to sign and submit.

31



© FORM
2026-27 ® Student Alex Tran

B Save

© © © ©
Personal Demographics Financials Colleges
Circumnstances

Sign and Complete Your Section @

o—0—

Contributor Invite Signature

Summary

filled out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

personal information, do not share it with anyone.

This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and

The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your StudentAid.gov
account username and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

o will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of

higher education,

« are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay

it,

+ donot owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements

to repay it,

« will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and

+ will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from maore than one school for the same period of time.

By signing this application electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and
password, you certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of

your knowledge and you agree, if asked, to provide

FAFSA Menu [ : ]

By signing this applicadon electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and
password, you certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of
your knowledge and you agree, if asked. to provide

» information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

» 1.5 or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

You alzo certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs

lectronically using a and password, and/or any other credential, you certify that you are
the person identified by the username and password, and/cr any other credential and have not
disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credentdal to anyone else. If you
purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student
without meeting the unusual circumstances required to gualify for such a status, you may be subject
to criminal penalties under 20 17.5.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or
both.

Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the 1.5,
Deparmment of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
Section 433(aW2WDN1) of the Higher ion Act of 1965, as ded, to the institutions you have
identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which

the institutions identified herein are located), and desi ‘organizati to assist

with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
programs and designated scholarship programs, Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an
institution that you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

Sign Your FAFSA® Form

M3 | Alex Tran, agree to the terms outlined above.

Frevious “
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& FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 X Siudent Alex Tran [3) Save FAFSA Menu D

r 1
-

Student Section Pare

Pending Submission

Check With Your Contributor

&% Parent Contributors

Requirements for Dependent Students
Your FAFSA® form can’t be submitted until your contributor(s) fill out their

section of the form and sign it. The last contributor to sign will be able to
submit the form for processing.

Contributor(s) Rale Invite Cade Status

&2 599887939test@testcodedu Farent TNDNUKA 5 vite Sent

[& Manage Invitations

Track and Manage Your FAFSA® Form and Contributors

Your application has been added to the “My Activity” page in your

StudentAid.gov account. Visit this page to keep track of your FAFSA status;
review, edit, or delete information on your form; and monitor the status
of your contributor(s).

After completing the student portion of the FAFSA, the applicant will see a confirmation page, which will include
details about next steps and information about what the FAFSA Submission Summary is and how to access it

Here's What You Can Do Next

& Check Your Email

You'll receive an email version of this page at the following email address:
59988793 58test@testcod.edu.

B Your FAFSA® Form Still Needs Contributor Information

The contributor(s) you selected will receive an email invitation to join your form.

Things You Should Know

EN) View Your FAFSA® I§ Questions About The FAFSA®
Submission Summary Process?

Once your application is complete and Visit the "FAFSA Help” page for more

submitted, you can view your FAFSA information.

Submission Summary, a summary of

the information you provided on your Get Help

FAFSA form. You'll be able to access the
FAFSA Submission Summary one to
three days after you submit your
application by logging back in with your
account username and password (FSA
D).
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Objective #4: Recognize common pitfalls and learn how to address
everyday family and financial situations.

Parent Portion

Parent contributors will receive an email invitation, which explains in more detail what they have been invited to
complete, and why. Note that the student’s portion will be deleted after 45 days of inactivity, which would then
require the student to return to their portion and do over.

Federal Student Aid

7X6XHXF

Complete Your Section of Alex's

FAFSA® Form

If this invitation was sent te you by mistake, decline the invitation

© Why You Were Invited

We need some infermation from you to determine what aid Alex is
eligible for. Without your input, they won't be eligible for federal

student aid.
Hello, _ . .
Being a confributor doesn't make you responsible for Alex's
education costs.
Alex T. started their 2026-27 Free Appiication for Federal Student Aid The FAFSA® form is often used to determine a student's eligibility
(FAFSA®) form and needs your input as a contributor. Alex won't be for state and school financial aid in addition to federal financial aid.

eligible for federal student aid without your help.

Accept Invitation

You will need to log in to StudentAid.gov to accept the invitation. If you Sian up for text alerts to Stay updated on our grant programs,
log in without selecting the "Accept Invitation" button, you will need to loan forgiveness programs, repayment plans, and information

go to the "FAFSA® Form" menu at the top of the page, select "Accept about your loans.
Contributor Invite," and provide this code:

We recommend finishing early in case states or schools have earlier
deadlines.

Federal Student Aid FAFSA"F

orm~  Giantsandlosns~  LosnRepeyment~  Loan Forgiveness v Q  Login | Create Acecunt

Log In

Email, Phone, or Username

| 599887939testErestood edr] |

Forgot email, phone, or usemame?

Federal Student Aid

FAFSA"Formu  Grastsandloamsw  LoanRopayments  LoanForgiveness v Q  Login | Create Account

Log In

€ 599887939test@testcodedu

Like student applicants, contributors will be prompted to log in with their FSA ID username and password.
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& FAFSA Home Page

Accept 2026-27 FAFSA” Invitation
Enter the code you recelved for the FAFSA form.

Invitation Code

s5dflwd |

Meed to accept an Invitation for a Don't have an Invitation code?
different year? ) o

Speak with the person who invited you
Go to My Activity where you can find to the form and ensure they have sent
any existing invitations for an earlier it to your email. Check your inbox for
year FAFSA form. your invitaton code,

Individuals who have an existing relationship with Federal Student Aid may see details about other activities,
past or present.

By Accepting This Invitation to Alex

T's FAFSA Form You Agree To Share
Your Information

We will need to use some personal information we
already have on file about you in order to fill out the
necessary steps in this FAFSA® form.

\
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g FORM
2026-27 &2 Parentof Alex Tran B Save | FAFSAMenu [ ]

Parent Identity Information
Review the information below and verify that it's correct befare moving forward.

Narme
Alcina Tran

Date of Birth
03/14/2004

Social Security Number
w7939

Email Address
599887939test@testcod.edu

Mabile Phone Number

To update thiz information for all U.S. Department of Education communications, 2o to Account Settings.

Parent contributors will also only be able to update their identity information in account settings.

Permanent Mailing Address
Include apartment rumber,

200 Ave

I: ”.—'r'
Austin

State
X

Zip Code
22828

Country &

United States (US)
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FORM
2026-27 &2 Parent of Alex Tran

Provide Consent and Approval or the Student Won't Be Eligible for
Federal Student Aid ©

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS
to help you complete your section of the student's FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent
and approval, the student will not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and
loans. You must provide consent and approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return
or any tax return.

> Federal tax information is used to determine the
student's eligibility for federal student aid.

> Get your 2024 tax return information for the
2026-27 FAFSA form.

¥ Tax return information is required to complete
the FAFSA form.

3 Save

By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve
of

the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and
the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

By accepting below, I consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is
required, and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information
in determining eligibility by ED for which approval is provided to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS). I understand that in response to such a request from
ED, the IRS shall then disclose my federal tax information to “authorized persons” (i.e.,

i officers and of ED and its contractors [as defined in 26 U.S.C.
§ 6103(D13)(E)]) for the purpose of determining eligibility for and the amount of federal
student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of Title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for myself or an applicant for federal student

FAFSAMenu [ ]

Every contributor
must provide consent
Parent contributors
can decline to provide
consent, but the
student will be
ineligible for Federal
Student Aid.

& Stack higher sdecanon apancies
& Sedplarihip oFpASIBANENY dedigrated price 1o DN 19, 2015, By the SRERELAEY of SSEEGLR

& Comtrasion of imisitstises of higher education ard riate highar education agencin &
admipiner aspeces of tha ingrirudon’s o sate agency’s actviias for the application,
awurd. and aderinisragen of such narcial sid

4 ED ey redisslone sy Mederal tax infarmanion o amebae FAFSA spplicant’s FAFIA fares) for
wihich [ elect 10 partcipace. By accepaing an imnfacon and affirmanion 1o particpace in anodes
individual's FAFSA fosm. my federal tax informazion will be rediclosed o ihe additicral
applcatian. ] urdsrnard thar | may Seclies an niacen o paricipats, wivieh Wil prevest i
mransfer of my federal tax informazion to that FAFSA form.

By tonpenting and providing my sffirmasive approval | fiorthes andenzend the fllowing

L My eenan: and affirmative approval aoe required, a3 a condicien of my sligikalicy or the
eligibility of a FAFSA applicant wha has requeszed that [ share my federal max information en
hair FAFSA form. for federal shadent sid wnder s proprim sutharized ander subpart 1 of part
A, part C, or part I of Térie IV of the Higher Edusanion At of 1965 a3 amanded. #14r 8 T d3d nog
file o % federsl tax revarn.

i

i providing my wrimen corcent for the redisciorure of my federal ax informaen by ED o
inclade. b not Limised to. inscietions of higher sducatior. stace bigher sdacetion spencie.
dasignared achelarthip organizatens., thale respective conerasers and audisars, sthar fasnily
members parscipating in the FAFSA form, Office of Inspecor General. under 26 1U.5.. § S1030
3N, knd wish my farthed aXpeil wie conaens chuainad by Eptisution of Mghe
sducanion, the redisclosare of FAFSA informarion pursuant 1o the terens and cordirions of 20
U.S.C. § 108Bhich

L Any federal rx irdormanion recsived from the 165 at & laner dane shall supsrseds &
ensered finarcial or income informaticr on the FAFSA form.

marually

-

ED may requess updaned federal tax information from the [RS once my corsent and approval
are provided I federal s infermatsion has changed (8.5 armended tax retusn Bled with
ravised inforenanion), than sligibOiry for ard amaouns of federal, sune, and insomuzonal
finar id may change.

w

I do not consem wo the redasclonare of my federal mx informaton ro nsdnamons of higher
educition isate higher eduiasion apenchei. dudgnated ichalisihip erparizations. and their
raspaceive conmrarrors, BT will e wnakle v caloalavs my slipihilicy for fedaral soodane aid or
the eligibdlicy of'a FAFSA applicant whe has reqoeried that | share my federal tax information
on thair FAFSA foemn.

By sccepting belaw, [ consent elecirandcally to the uie of my StadentAid-gov account ulername and
pasgwerd (F3A 100 a3 my sigrarure and ceruily under penaly of perjury undsr the laws of the Unired
States of Amarica, thas the foregedng i3 s and correct. § understand thar any falsificacion of chis
staterrent i punishable under the provisions of 18 U.5.C. § 1001 by a fine, imprisonment of not more
than five years, or both, and thar the knowing and willful request for or scquitition of records
pertaining ro an individueal under false prewenses 13 3 criminal offenss under the Frivagy Act of 1974,
subject to a fine of noz mere than 55,000 fine (5 U.5.C. § 552(aMi} 3]} By accepring and submitting my
part of the FAFSA, my execution (including date and time) of consent and approval will be logged in
EL'S Perien AUTRENIEaTRR Service Syratem of Recond (18-11-1

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who should provide consent and approval? =

If r'r marrlied and didn't file a joint tax return with my current spouse, does my
spouse have to provide consent and approval for you to access thelr tax Information?

‘What happens after | provide consent and approval? =

What happens If | decline consent and approval? =

Parent contributors will also be prompted to provide some demographic information, but the information is

different than what is required from students.
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= FORM
2026-27 &> Farentof Alex Tran

Parent Demographics

We'll ask questions about you and your family. These questions
will help determine how much federal student aid the student is
eligible to receive for school.

FAFSA =
2026-27 &> Parent of Alex Tran

Demographics Financials

Parent Current Marital Status @

() Single (never married)

0O Unmarried and both legal parents living
together

@ Married (not separated)

(O Remarried

() Separated

() Divorced

) Widowed

Previous

Signature

[® Save

FAFSA Menu [ |
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®
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 &% Parentof MlexTran B Save | FAFSAMenu [i]

1 ©
Demaographics Finarcials Signature
Parent State of Residence

State

Ulsreily, this is the state where the parent lives.

Tennessee (TH) ]

Date the Parent Became a Resldent of Tennessee (TM)

If the parent was born in Tennessee (TN) and has not moved out of state since, enter their date of birth,
Otherwise, enter the date the parent moved to Tennessee (TN).

Mot e

01 | | 2006

=
(LY

e o

FAFSA =
202627 &2 Parent of Alex Tran

Parent Finances

The FAFSA® form helps determine the student’s eligibility for
federal student aid. We ask about your financial information in
this section.

What if you have special financial circumstances?

Previous

Parent financial information is an important part of the FAFSA. The parent contributor(s) will be prompted to
answer the following questions related to their finances.
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FAFSA
2006-27 &5 Farent of Kl Tran [ Save

Nt 0 o

Demograshics Flanclak Sgnatue

Federal Benefitz Received

Responses Wor't Reduce Federal Student Ald Eligibibty

Answering thess quesHans won't reduce the students eHgiESry for federal stadent 2l ar
these programs.

At any tBme during 2024 or 2025, did the parent or anyane in their family receive benefits from
@y of the following federal programs? ©
Family ncludes the parent’s spouse, chilldnem, and other dependencs. Selact el et apply or “None of
these apply.”

| ] Eamed Income Crede (EIC)

| O] Federal Housing Assistance

| ] Freeor Reduced Price School Lunch

Igumcau ‘d

D Refunchable Credit for Coverage Under a
Qrcalied Health Fian {(fF) or Health o
Inswrance Subsidy

[m] Supplememal Butrtbon Assktanoe m
Program {SNAF) -

| [ Supplemertal Securtty Income (S50 ‘d

] Temporary Assistance for Needy

@

Famibes (TANF}
Special Su Hutrifion m T
O fuﬁmm nfants, and Children -

| Hone of these apply. |

FaFsa Mens [T]

U FORM
2026-27 &> Parent of Alex Tran

© 124

Demographics Financials

Parent Tax Filing Status

Did or will the parent file a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR? ©

@ Yes

O No

B Save

Signature

Did or will the parent file a 2024 joint tax return with their current spouse? @

@ Yes

O No

FAFSA Menu @
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The marital and tax filing status of the parent(s) will confirm if all contributors are correctly accounted for on the
student’s FASA.

® FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 &2 Parent of Alex Tran © Save = FAFSAMenu [

© © ©

Demographics Financials Signature

Family Size

Based on answers to previous questions, we've made some assumptions about the parent’s family. The
student and the student’s parent (and parent’s spouse, if married) are always included in the family
size. The box below shows the parent’s family size based on our assumptions and the number of
children or other dependents you report.

@ The parent's family size is 5.

Parent 1  Parent Spouse or Partner:1 ~ Student:1  Parent’s Children and Other Dependents: 2

Enter the number of children or other dependents who live with the parent and will receive more
than half of their support from the parent between July 1, 2026, and June 30, 2027.

Include dependent children who meet these criteria, even if they live apart because of college enrollment.

Do not include the student applicant.

I
=
'™

Pm"iaus m

Although most tax information will be directly transferred from the IRS, some questions will require manual
entry or allow for updated information to be provided. Family size is one item that parent contributors can
update and so itis necessary to have tax returns on hand for reference when filing the FASFA.

®
FORM
FAFS 2026-27 &2 Parent of Alex Tran B Save  FAFSAMenu [ : ]

© 124 ©

Demographics Financials Signature

Number in College

Out of the 5 people in the parent's family, how many will be in college between July 1, 2026,
and June 30, 20277

Never include the student’s parent(s). Always include the student applicant. Also include the parent’s
other children or dependents if they will also be in college during this time.

E ®

Please be aware that although the FAFSA asks about the number of household members, excluding parent(s),
will be enrolled in college, this information is not a factor in determining the Student Aid Index or the student’s
aid eligibility.
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© © ©

Demograghics Financials Sgneture

Parent 2024 Tax Return Information

Refer to the parent’s 2024 tax return to answer the following questions.

If the answer is zero or the question does not apply enter 0.
Report the combined tax information for the parent and their spouse.

| o Report Combined Taxes

[ Where to find this information on the tax form

Filing Status

(O Head of househeld

@ Married filing jointly ‘
O Qualifying surviving spouse l

‘ ) Married fling separately

Income Earned From Work

IRS Form 1040 (or 1040-NR): Line 1z + Sehedule 1: Lines 3 + 6. If a tax form line’s value is negative,
treat it as zero inyour calculation.

‘3| M.DDD“IDI

Tax Exempt Interest Income:

IRS Form 1040: Line 2a

‘3| 1,UUU“ID|

®
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 &2 Perent of AlexTran [ Save | FAFSAMenu [1]

Education Credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Learning Tax Credit)

IRS Form 1040 Schedule 3: Line 3 + IRS Form 1040: Line 29

[+] | ]

Did the parent file a Schedule A, B, D, E, F, or H with their 2024 IRS Form 10407 ©

0 Yes ‘

T |

o

Net Profit or Loss From IRS Form 1040 Schedule C

IRS Form 1040 Schedule C: Line 31

(=] o] o]

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorp Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

People typically answer this question with a zero because most scholarships and grants, including
Federal Pell Grants, are not considered taxable income. If the parent is married, include the amount
their spouse reported. If the response is other than zero, the amount is typically not the same as the
amount reported on IRS Form 1098-T (Box 5} or the adjusted gross income reported on the tax reurm.

a =)o

Forelgn Earned Income Excluslon

IRS Form 1040 Schedule 1: Line 8d

Gl oTw] o

[ P [ comme |
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®
FORM
I:AI:SA 2026-27 &2 Parent of Alex Tran B Save | FAFSAMenu [:

< © ©

Demagraphics Financials Signature

Annual Child Support Received

Enter the total amount of child support the parent received for the last complete calendar year.

5] e

Parent Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don't include student aid, retirement acCounts, or iMVestments.

5] oo

Current Met Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Don't include the home the parent lives in. Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debts
owed against them.

[ $ | 0 | .00 l @

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the parent’s businesses and income-producing farms. Ner worth is the value of
the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don’t include a family business with 100
or fewer full-time employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and
related expenses.

[ $ | 0 | .00 l @

Previau : m

Some parent contributors will be exempt from reporting assets. However, those who are required to
provide asset information should note the following:

e Child support received is an asset and is reported on the FAFSA if applicable.

e Small businesses with fewer than 100 employees and family farms are exempt starting with the 2026-
27 FAFSA, and do not need to be included in the net worth of investments.

e Parent contributors must also report the net worth of any investments; please note that this question
specifically excludes the value of the home the family lives in, as well as retirement accounts (401K,
403B, etc.). Please carefully review information about investments that are required.

43



i
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 &% Parentof AlexTran [ Save | FAFSAMenu [ ]

o © ©
Demographics Financials Signature
Parent Spouse Information

Based on your responses, we need to know your spouse’s date of birth.
We need to know their age to determine the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,

Yar

|C-5 |‘C~4 |‘1982 |

& FORM
2026-27 @2 Parent of Alex Tran B Save

Continue To Sign Your Form

Here's a summary of the information you provided on the FAFSA® @ _ @
form. Continue once you're ready to submit - e— 1

o Scroll To Continue

After reviewing your answers, scroll to the bottom of the page and select
“Continue.” Then, sign your section of the FAFSA form.

Parent Sections Expand All ¥

Introduction @
Personal Identifiers

Section 1 @
Demographics

Section 2 @
Financials

FAFSAMenu [ £ ]
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" rom
FAFSA 2026-27 &% Parent of Alex Tran B s | FaFsaMeny [E]

Signature

Sign and Submit the FAFSA® Form ©

Summary
This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and
filled out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

The FAFSA form is 2 legal document you will elecronically sign with your StudentAid.gov
account username and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your
personal informatien, de not share it with anyene.

By signing the student’s application electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and
password, YOU, THE PARENT, certify that all of the infarmation you provided is true and complete to
the best of your knowledge and you agree, if asked, to provide

+ information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

+ 1.8, or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

You slso certify that you understand that the secretary of sducation has the awthority to verify
infarmation reparted on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal smdent aid programs
elecrronically using a username and passward and/er any other credential, you certify that you are
the persen identified by the username and passward, and/er any other credential and have not
disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credential 1o anyone else. If you
purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student
without meeting the unusual circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject
to criminal penalties under 20 U.S.C. 1087, which may include a fine up to $20.000, imprisonment, or
both.

Additionally. by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you autherize the IS,
Department of Education to disclose all information you pravided on this application, as required
under Section 483(a)2)DN{) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, a3 amended, to the institutions
identified herein, state higher education agencies (in the student’s state of residence and the states in
which the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to
assist with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
programs and designated schelarship programs. Nowwithstanding this autherization, the name of an
institution the student selected to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other
institation.

Sign for yourself and submit the application for Alex Tran (Student).

[ [] 1 Alcina Tran, agree to the terms outlined above.

The parent contributor(s) must also sign using their FSA ID.
FAFSA'i onggﬁ,ﬂ &2 Parent of Alex Tran © Exit | FAFSAMenu [£]
Congratulations,
\

E Alex Tran

07/17/2025

. ot oadd.

What Happens Next

& Email Sent

Confirm that the student received an email version of this page.

The Student Can Track the Status of Their Form

In one to three days, the student’s FAFSA form will be processed and made available to their
schools.

[ The Student Will Receive School Communications
We use the informatien collected on the student’s FAFSA form to calculate their Student Aid
Index (SAD). The SAIlets schools determine how much aid the student is eligible to Teceive,
Schools will reach out to the student if they need more information. They will also contact
the student with financial aid offers. Once received, the student can contact their financial
aid offices directly to ask questions about their student aid packages.

Track and Manage the Student's FAFSA® Form

You can check the status of the student’s application in the “My Activity”

section of your account Dashhoard. We will let you know if we need
anything more from you.

After submitting, the parent contributor will see a confirmation page. Because the FAFSA belongs to the
student, itis the student who will receive the confirmation email. Once the FAFSA has processed, one to three
days after submission of the form, the student will receive a notice. They will be able to return to the FAFSA to
access and review their FAFSA Submission Summary.
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Objective #5: Understand the FAFSA Submission Summary

The FAFSA Submission Summary is a summary of information related to the student’s FAFSA. There are four
tabs to the summary. There are several key elements to notice below; they include:

e The date the application was received.
e The date the application was processed.

e Which submission is being viewed (corrections to the form generate a new FAFSA Submission
summary).

< Back & Print FAFSA Submission Summary

FAFSA 22 FAFSA Submission Summary

5 E Michelle Al : FECenied Appiication Tromessag Dzta Release Number
B June 20, 2025 June 20, 2025 8720

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information D Mext Steps

The first tab of the FAFSA Submission Summary is an Eligibility Overview. This page will include an estimate of

the student’s Pell Grant if they are eligible. It will also provide the Student Aid Index.
/ \

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers Schoaol Information D Next Steps

Estimated Federal Student Aid

Federal Pell Grant MNeed to make a correction?

You are not eligible for a Federal Pell Grant. but you may N/A Start a correction to revise your

be eligible for other aid. form if you need to update or
change information (such as adding

Federal Direct Loans an additional schoal).

A federal direct loan is money lent to you by the et $9,500 Visit the FAFSA Form Answers tab to

government that you must repay with interest. review your responses and make

sure all the information you

Federal Work-Study provided is correct,

A ri - - ‘You May Be Eligible
Federal Work-Study is a way _fDl" s.rudents {0 earn money to i Cormction
pay for school through part-time jobs on or off campus.

Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student aid based on full-time
enrollment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much

stident aid to offer you, which may include additional aid from your school or state. View Al of Your Federal Student Ald

In One Place

Leamn more about financial aid View detailed information about

your federal student loan and grant
g aid, including your enrollment
:@; Keep In mind, this Is only an estimate history, payment history, and
Always refer to your school's financial aid offer for a final subsidized usage.

determination of financial aid available.

Visit My Aid
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Your Student Aid Index (SAI)

Tour 54T is an index number calculated using information 1500
provided on your FAFSA form. Your school uses your SAT

to determine your federal student aid eligibility and to

build your financial aid offer. Your 541 may change if you

update or correct your FAFSA information or after

verification {if your FAFSA form was selected for review).

Onice your updated FAFSA form is complete and fully

processed, youw'll receive a new FAFS4A Submission

Summary, which may include changes to your SAI and

estimated federal student aid.

What does this mean?

The second tab of the FAFSA Submission Summary is an actual summary of the answers reported on the
FAFSA itself.

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information O Next Steps

Your FAFSA® Form Answers

Review your responses carefully and make sure all the information you provided is correct Start a Meed to make a correctlon?
correction to fix any errors and ensure that your form is processed correctly.

Start a correction to revise your
form if you need to update or

Student Sectlons Cosares change information (such as adding
an additional schoal).
Introduction
@ Visit the FAFSA Form Answers tab to

Persanal Identifiers
review your responses and make

sure all the information you

First Name

Middie Mame

Last Name

Suffix

Date of Birth

Social Security Number

Individual Taxpayer Identification Number ( TIN)

Mobile Phone Nurmber

Email

Permanent Mailing Address

City

State

Zip Code

Country

State of Legal Residence

Legal Residence Date

= Michelle

2N

- Allen

Y

- 01/01/2002

-» (355) 5576487

3
599888526t estatesicon enu

123 test

> aty

> Military—Pacific (AP)

- 30202

= United States (US)

=» Alabama (AL}

- 01/2005

provided is correct.

View All of Your Federal Student Ald
In One Place

View detailed information about
your federal student loan and grant
aid, including your enrollment
history, payment history, and
subsidized usage.

Visit My Aid

Find the Right College or Career
Sehaol

Use College Scorecard to compare
schools by size. location, graduation
rate, and more.

Visit College Scorecard
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The third tab is school information, where students can view key data elements about their
prospective institution(s), including graduation and retention rates; median debt upon
completion; average annual cost; and more.

FAFSA Form Answers School Information

Eligibility Overview

Find an Affordable School

O Next Steps

Many schools offer the opportunity to attend college affordably. Learn about the costs and benefits associated with the schools you

listed on your form.

Learn More on College Scorecard [

School Name

Graduation Rate (2)

Retention Rate (7} Transfer Rate ()

Default Rate ()

Showing results for family income between

$0-$30,000 v

Median Debt Upon Completion (2} Average Annual Cost ()

George Washington 15% 89% 26% 547 $56,000 $102000
University
University of North 26% 763 25% 34% $24,000 $38000
Carolina, Chape! Hi
University of California, 55% 6h% 3b% 15% $19.000 $24.000
Narth Ridge

View All v

The fFourth and final tab outlines the next steps. If the student has required action, the FAFSA Submission
Summary should open directly to that tab first

Eligibility Overview

4

FAFSA Form Answers School Information D Next Steps

Next Steps

@

1 Correct Any Errors on Your FAFSA”™ Form

@

2 Make Sure Your Schools Have Everything They Need

@

3 Look Dut for Ald-Related Communications From Your Schools

For Your Awareness

+ VA Education and Training Benefits help veterans, service members, and
their family members with needs like paying college tuition or finding the
right schoal.

s The limit to the total amount of Federal Pell Grants that a student may
receive is the equivalent of six school years. Once you've reached that limit,
you can no longer receive a Federal Pell Grant.

s Based on the information we have on record for you, your Student Aid Index
(SAI) is -1300. You may be eligible to receive a Federal Pell Grant and ather
federal student aid. Your college’s or career school's financial aid office will
use your SAI to determine your eligibility for other types of grants,
scholarships, work-study funds, and loans.

= Based on information you provided on your FAFSA form. you may be eligible
for other federal benefits not awarded by the U.S, Department of Educaton.
Visit StudentAid.gov/help/means-tested-benefits for more information on
federal benefits.

Understand Your Tax Benefits
Did you know that the [RS provides tax benefits for education? These tax
henefits can be used to get back some of the money you spend on tuition or

loan interest, or to maximize your college savings.

Learn About Tax Benefits

Need to make a correction?

Start a correction to revise your
form if you need to update or
change information (such as adding
an additional school).

Visit the FAFSA Form Answers tab 1o
Teview your responses and make
sure all the information you
provided is correct.

View All of Your Federal Student Ald
In One Place

View detailed information about
your federal student loan and grant
aid, including your enrollment
history, payment history, and
subsidized usage.

Visit My Aid

Find the Right College or Career
Schoal

Use College Scorecard to compare
schoals by size, location, graduation
rate, and more.

Visit College Scorecard [
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Objective #6: Learn when to consider a special circumstances appeal.

Special Circumstances Appeal

The FAFSA is a form, and many aspects of students’ lives, experiences, and financial
circumstances are not accounted for when applying for financial aid. Some
circumstances may be considered through a process known as a

Special circumstances appeals are a form of

(unusual circumstances, which is the ,isalso a
form of professional judgement review). If a student has new or additional financial
matters that affect their ability to cover the costs of college, they may follow up
directly with their prospective college(s) and request the school consider this
information.

Here are some examples of circumstances that may be considered:

e Recentreduction or loss of income
e (Change in employment for a member of the house
e [xtenuating costs due to ongoing iliness, hospitalization, etc.

Please be aware that although it is always advisable to explore the possibility of an
appeal, not all circumstances are considered by a college or will yield a change in
the student’s aid eligibility. It is the professional judgement of the financial aid
administrator at the college. A successful appeal would mean the financial aid
administrator makes changes to data in the student's FAFSA, prompting the form to
recalculate a new SAl and, as result, potentially changing the student’s aid eligibility.

Scholarship Foundation Student Advisors can assist you in navigating this process;
please contact us by email at info@sfstl.org or phone at (314) 725-7990.
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Frequently Asked Questions

If my parents are divorced, whose information do | need to provide?

Report the information of the parent who provided more than 50% of the student’s financial support in
the most recent 12 months. Financial support can be determined by considering who covers the
greater share of the student’s expenses, including, but not limited to housing, food, utility costs, health
insurance, car note, car insurance, school fees, etc. If the student’s parents support the student equally,
the student should provide the financial information for the parent who has the greater income. Please
note that if the parent whose information is required is remarried, the stepparent’s information is also
required. In addition, if the student’s biological parents are divorced, but still share a household (live
under one roof together), both parents’ information is required on the FAFSA.

Whose income do | report if I live with a grandparent, aunt, family friend, etc. (anyone
other than a biological or adoptive parent)?

Federal Student Aid is clear—only biological or adoptive parent information should be included on the
FAFSA. Students who reside with a grandparent, aunt/uncle, or another adult may, depending on
circumstances, be considered an independent student, which means no parent/guardian information
is required. Otherwise, students may need to pursue a dependency override or begin conversation
with their parent(s) to secure required information.

What kind of information is required in a dependency override?

Schools often require the student to submit paperwork to request a dependency override. This
includes a school form, as well as supporting documentation. The supporting documentation will vary
depending on the student’s specific circumstances. For example, a student who has left the home due
to abuse or neglect may be asked to provide copies of police reports, any relevant reports from the
Division of Child and Family Services (or similar entities), etc. Letters of support or corroboration from
school counselors, social workers, faith leaders, and others familiar with the student’s circumstances
are often needed too. Although the burden of proof is on the student, students do not have to go
through this alone. The Scholarship Foundation's Student Advisors are here to listen, support, and help.
Please contact us at info@sfstl.org or (314) 725-7990 for assistance.

What if | need or want additional help?
Help exists!
First, help text is available for every question on the FAFSA.

If you'd like to schedule a free one-on-one appointment, or attend a FASFA clinic, please contact
the Foundation at info@sfstl.org or call the office at (314) 725-7990. Clinics are in-person, although

one-on-one appointments may be in-person or virtual.
THE . [
ScholarshipO
Foundation

OF ST.LOUIS
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2026-27 FAFSA Checklist

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, at https://studentaid.gov to
apply for federal, state, and institutional financial aid.

Dependent students must include parent(s) information on the FAFSA. To determine dependency status, see the
dependency status worksheet.

1 Student’s Social Security Number, legal name, and birthdate
Please reference the student’s social security card to ensure information matches.

1 Parent Contributor(s) Social Security Number(s)/Individual Taxpayer Identification

Number(s) (ITIN), legal name(s), and birthdate(s)
Please reference the parent contributor(s) social security card(s) to ensure information
matches.

1 Student Federal Student Aid ID
IDs are created at https://studentaid.gov.

1 Parent Contributor(s) Federal Student Aid ID
IDs are created at https://studentaid.gov

1 2024 federal income tax forms, including the 1040 and any schedules and forms
Although most federal tax information will be directly transferred from the IRS, some manual entry will
be required. Tax filers can use copies in their personal records or request documentation from the IRS at

WWW.II'S.gOoV.

1 2024 W-2s and/or 1099s

1 Current (date of FAFSA filing) cash, checking, and savings account balances
Students and their contributor(s) will need to confirm via personal banking records.

1 Current (date of FAFSA filing) net worth investment values
Students and their contributor(s) will need to confirm via statements from their financial institutions.

1 Current (date of FAFSA filing) net worth of businesses or investment farms, if applicable
Students and their contributor(s) will need to confirm the net worth.

ScholarshipO
Foundation

OF ST.LOUIS
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2026-2027 Dependency Checklist

Dependency Status Questions

Answer the following questions to determine your dependency status for the FAFSA.

Were you born before January 1, 20037 Yes No
Are you married? Yes No
Will you be enrolled in a master’s or doctorate program at the beginning of the
Yes No
2026-27 school year?
Are you a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces or currently serving on active duty? Yes No
Do you have children who will receive more than half of their financial support Ves No
from you?
At any time since you turned 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in
Yes No
foster care, or were you a dependent or ward of the court?
Are you or were you an emancipated minor as determined by a court in your
. Yes No
state of legal residence?
Are you or were you in legal guardianship as determined by a court in your state
. Yes No
of legal residence?
At any time on or after July 1, 2025, were you homeless? Yes No

If you answer "no” to every question, you are dependent and must provide parental
information on the FAFSA.

If you answer “yes” to any question, you are independent and should not include parental
information on the FAFSA.
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Federal Student Aid IDs (FSA ID), or StudentAid.gov accounts, are a username and password, created by the
individual student and/or parent. FSA IDs are used to sign the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

and, as a result, are a crucial part of the FAFSA-completion process. All FAFSA-filers are required to create an

FSA ID; if the student is dependent, a parent and, in some cases, two parents are required to create an FSA ID.

Here are a few recommendations regarding the FSA IDs.

Create an FSA ID at https://studentaid.gov.
Many FSA IDs are linked to the user’s Social Security Number. Please double check that the name,

birthdate, and SSN used on the FSA ID application match exactly what is listed on your Social Security
card. They will not work if the Social Security Administration cannot verify the individual’s identity.
Identity verification occurs immediately; if your identity cannot be verified, you will be prompted to
correct information and will be unable to begin the FAFSA until identity is verified.
Parent(s) or spouse contributors to a student’s FAFSA, who do not have a Social Security Number, are still
able to create an FSA ID. Individuals will create an ID through the same process but will have their
identity verified through a set of knowledge-based identity verification questions.
Please contact us with your questions, concerns, or for help with the process!
Users are required to link an email address to their FSA ID and may also link to a cell phone number,
which is recommended. Both the email address and a cell phone number must be verified through a two-
factor authentication code. The FSA ID is not finalized until the email address, and the cell number, if
entered, are verified. Remember:
o A verified email address and/or cell phone number can be used interchangeably with the
username, offering greater flexibility.
o If the username and/or password are forgotten, a user may send a secure code to their verified
email and/or cell phone number, which allows for easier retrieval and/or reset.
Federal Student Aid uses a two-step verification process. All FSA ID users are required to set up, and
use, two-step verification. Individuals may use their verified email address and/or cell phone numbers
for two-step verification; users also may use an authenticator app.

All FSA ID users will receive a backup code, this is one-time use only! Please store it safely and securely.

Federal Student Aid does not permit passwords to include any aspects of the user’s legal name, DOB, or
SSN.

Show text when answering challenge questions to ensure they are typed as intended.

Write everything down and save it in a safe, secure spot. See the next page for a place to write everything

down!

Although it is understandable the many reasons why students create parent FSA IDs (and vice versa), please only

create an FSA ID for yourself. An FSA ID serves as a legally binding signature. When it is necessary, one

suggestion is to use the same password for both accounts, to minimize what detail needs to be remembered.
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Student: Backup Code:

Email Address:

Username:

Password:

Challenge Questions and Answers:

Question #1:

Answer #1:

Question #2:

Answer #2:

Question #3:

Answer #3:

Question #4:

Answer #4:

Parent: Backup Code:

Email Address:

Username:

Password:

Challenge Questions and Answers:

Question #1:

Answer #1:

Question #2:

Answer #2:

Question #3:

Answer #3:

Question #4:

Answer #4:
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The Scholarship Foundation’s Student Advising Team

Liliana De La Garza Fischer Ricky Hughes

Bilingual Student Advisor Student Advisor
(314) 932-6935 (314) 932-6939
liliana@sfstl.org ricky@sfstl.org
DeVonte’ (DJ) Jackson Dominesha Newton
Student Advisor Lead Student Advisor
(314) 932-6940 (314) 932-6937
dj@sfstl.org dominesha@sfstl.org

Teresa Stock Steinkamp, LMSW
Director of Advising
(314) 932-6932

teresa@sfstl.org

Learn more and meet the advisors:
https://ststl.org/advice-assistance/advisor-bios/

The Scholarship Foundation of St. Louis
6825 Clayton Ave, Suite 100, St. Louis, MO 63139
main: 314.725.7990
fax: 314.725.5231

sfstl.org
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leresa Stock Steinkamp, LMSW
Revised August 2025
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